“Go tell my brothers” (Jn. 20:15) Dominican Women and Evangelisation

… A few years ago [I visited] the church of a town in Iraq. Morning had just broken and we were preparing to celebrate the entrance to the novitiate and the profession of some young brothers. A crowd of women were already in the church as they waited for the celebration; among them, there were Dominican mothers, sisters, friends, apostolic sisters and lay women. All together, they filled the church with the dense silence of their prayers while the entire country was suffering from chaos, violence and threats. In that silence and in the presence of [God the] Father, these women prayed with such intensity that at the heart of the chaos … in [a] country ripped it apart with … divisions, they conveyed the assurance that nothing can silence the message of life. 
One day, in this world, dawn broke out in the country of Judaea, through the birth of a child, the Prince of Peace. In spite of appearances, His coming pushed back darkness forever and the night was definitively torn open …  when, from the depths of a death inflicted on him, He gave his life. Often, in certain parts of the world, where violence repeatedly claims to destroy all social ties, women and mothers act as guardians of life to testify that, in spite of the appearances, no one can claim to become the master of a life that is received, primarily so that it can be given away. Go tell my brothers! Tell them of the strength of life, the unheard story of a humanity that, day after day, is born again in the Spirit of life and given away, through the Passion, all the way to the Resurrection. These women in Iraq showed the vast horizon of the mission of evangelisation: to inscribe into the heart of human history the joy and hope of Christ, who gave his life so that the world may live and learn to be his witnesses…

We belong first and foremost to the family of «Preachers», because as men and women we have committed our lives to this adventure of evangelization … Through this sending, Christ asks Mary and the others to invite the Church to be born from the preaching … 
At the beginning of this new adventure of evangelizing led by Dominic, it is in fact women who first come to join him, followed by the laity, providing for us a … sort of “small church”, a community gathered by the power of the spoken Word, gathered to listen to this Word together and to take it to the world …  Let us imagine this community that was being formed as it followed Jesus … It went beyond the weaknesses, failures, sins and fragilities that can only be healed by Jesus. The holy preaching is established because of His mercy, felt in so many different ways. 

He was mindful of their capacity to care for and protect fragile life, of the power of their confidence in creativity and endurance in the face of life’s difficulties. The women were with Him along the path leading to Calvary; they waited in the garden, near the tomb, and again they set off along the roads and byways, running to announce to the apostles that He had risen. The mission of evangelisation needs this witness and this announcement to help the world hear this Word that carries life within it.
Since its foundation … the Dominican family has the need to be composed of men and women, religious and laity, so that it can be an image of the first community that walks along the paths with Jesus, learning from Him how to love and speak to the world … All together, with our diversity and complementarity, as well as a mutual respect for differences and the common will to share in equality, we must all carry out this «task of being brothers and sisters» … signs in the world and the Church. 

Ours is a community of brothers and sisters that knows that the equal recognition of each member often suffers because of worldly limitations … We must learn to become sisters and brothers, to identify the injustices, to fight them through this long and beautiful task of listening and of mutual esteem … Let us be attentive to what gathers us and brings us together: the grace of the Word of God, the Word’s truth and strength, its life and mercy… 

To speak of Dominican women … is, before all else, to speak of the immense role that they have had and continue to have in this task of … engendering hope … Dominican contemplation is just that – preaching – totally and profoundly. It is impossible to list the countless commitments, friendships and works carried out by the apostolic sisters of the Order. Their presence and actions render the Word Good News for their contemporaries, as they concern themselves with searching for ever-new ways to «light the fire» of the Grace of the Spirit in this world …  Regarding our sisters in the laity, be it within their families, groups of friends or professional relationships, we see once again their great creativity and diversity being manifest so that the Word may be seen and heard as Good News, thus giving birth to hope in the resurrection …
To learn about the world together … beyond our differences, so that, at the heart of holy preaching in our day, we may thirst for the Word of resurrection. In a family, the strongest and most beautiful ties are often the ones that are woven by the sharing of joys and sorrows, by the mutual offering of shared friendship and support when the world’s trials make us doubt whether we know how to find the future … For us, in the family of the Dominic, do we not desire to listen to and love the world as daughters and sons of [God] the Father, as the sisters and brothers of humanity…?
We must face this challenge together, supporting one another … witnessing to the fact that the mission of preaching, carried out together is … on one hand the fruit of all that has been sown before us, and on the other hand, larger than the specific mission of any given institution ... We must make an option for true hope in life, even when we perceive death up close … Can we together learn to be carried away by the lightness of our giving thanks, rather than be discouraged by the weight of the lost future? … Just like the preaching in the days of Jesus … or when the Order was founded, and now at this time in which the Church is emphasizing the urgency of evangelisation, the family of Saint Dominic, «the family for evangelisation» has today more than ever the duty of joining together brothers and sisters who «preach the Word». 

      fr. Bruno Cadoré O. P., Master of the Order / Rome, January 13, 2012
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